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The Parent Toddler Program at TCS

The Children’s School Parent Toddler Program offers families a unique steppingstone into early childhood education.  Our program’s curriculum is designed to meet many of the developmental milestones typical to toddlerhood while also providing parents with the opportunity to participate in their child’s school experience.

The main goals of the Toddler Program are to:

· Provide families with their first introduction to a school community.

· Encourage rich learning experiences in a warm and trusting environment.

· Engage parents through classroom participation and a separate Parent Education meeting.

· Encourage children’s exploration of sensory materials, concepts, relationships and ideas.

· Provide opportunities for problem solving, both social and concrete.

· Assist toddlers in meeting typical milestones: independence, temporary separation from parent during part of class time, basic conflict resolution and self-expression.

The Toddler Program has three major components that are essential to our program’s success:  the class experience, parent participation through the role of “Parent Worker” or “Parent Helper,” and the Parent Education meetings.  

The Learning Environment

The Toddlers’ class experience takes place in the inside classroom, outdoor patio and Toddler play yard.  Each area has different learning centers where children can explore, build, problem-solve, develop fine/gross motor skills, master language development and experience music and movement.  In Toddlers, children also have the opportunity to explore art, science, literature, cultural experiences and family traditions. 

Parent Worker Role 

Parents are an integral part to the rhythm of our class time.  They are the wagon-pullers, snack preparers and essentially the extra set of eyes, ears and hands.  Parents are often relied upon to help friends work out differences on the play yard and comfort the occasional skinned knee.  Our usual ratio is 2 teachers to 12 children.  The Parent Workers increase our class ratio to 3-4 adults to 13 toddlers.  The 1-2 Parent Workers assist while other parents are participating in the parent meeting. All parents are required to work in the class environment and provide snack once every 3-6 weeks.  

Parent Education

Parent Education is designed to honor our parents’ desire for life-long learning. Parent Education meetings are a place where parents can gather to gain skills that will enhance their experience in the classroom and at home. Discussions focus on toddler growth and development, parenting issues and parenting strategies. Articles, handouts, books and guest speakers will support topics covered in Parent Education.  

The Children’s School offers two individual Toddler programs. Enrollment in either program is dictated by the age of the child and by the parents’ preference in days of attendance.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday Program
· Toddlers and parents meet three days a week from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  The ages of these Toddlers range from 28 months to 3 years old as of Sept. 1. During class time, the parent and child explore the learning centers, play, interact with other toddlers and gain confidence in the routine and rhythm of the classroom.  Once the child has developed a relationship with the teachers and trust in the environment, parents are encouraged to begin the separation process by attending very short parent meetings.  Gradually over time, the parent meetings will last about two hours.


· When the Toddler has successfully “separated” from their parent while in class, Fridays may be used as a “drop-off” day for the duration of the class.  In mid-January, parents will have both Wednesday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. as drop-off days.  Mondays will remain a day where the parent is expected to participate as classroom helper and attend parent education meetings.


Tuesday, Thursday Program
· Toddlers and parents meet two days per week from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. The ages of these Toddlers range from 20 months to 27 months as of Sept. 1. During class time, the parent and child explore the learning centers, play, interact with other toddlers and gain confidence in the routine and rhythm of the classroom. Once the child has developed a relationship with the teachers and trust in the environment, parents are encouraged to begin the separation process by attending very short parent meetings or bathroom breaks.  Gradually, the parent meetings will last about one hour.  Due to the ages of this group, the Toddler team is very conservative with initiating the separation process.  Readiness is assessed frequently and short, planned separations are not usually begun until about the second or third week after school has started. On both Tuesday and Thursday, two classroom parents are expected to participate as parent workers while other parents attend the parent education meeting.

Note:  The Children’s School Toddler Program is designed to address the unique needs of a toddler and their family.  Participation in this program is extended to toddlers and their parents only.  Grandparents and other family members as caregivers and nannies may not participate as a substitute for a parent.  If you have a special circumstance or questions regarding this policy, please contact The Children’s School Admissions Director at admissions@tcslj.org before applying to the program.
