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THE CHILDREN’S SCHOOL HELPING HAITI
LA JOLLA, CA, February 10, 2010: If your drug store has run out of travel-sized shampoo, toothbrushes and other hygiene essentials, it might be for a good reason. Students at The Children’s School have been gathering soap, washcloths, bandages and other toiletries to package into personal care kits to send to survivors of the recent Haitian earthquake. The kits are designed to help stem the spread of diseases in the quake’s aftermath. Students at the school will be assembling 250 care kits in groups this week. (Photo/video opportunity times: Tuesday at 12:45 p.m. and 2:00p.m., and Wednesday at 9:15 a.m.) 

The kits are one of three projects in the works at the toddler-7th grade school to help needy Haitians: second graders are holding a loose change drive, and sixth grade students have collected more than 280 pairs of shoes to be sent to Haiti, where broken glass and rubble continue to be a problem. 

The idea for the care kits arose from a conversation between a parent and kindergarten teacher Lisa Jardine about a project to help the Haitians that students could physically work on. The kits, which will ultimately be sent to Haiti through Heart-to-Heart International, were an immediate hit.  

“The children have been participating in the loose change drive and the shoe drive, but were excited about making something to send to the people of Haiti,” said kindergarten’s Jardine. “The care kits allowed the school community to work together to make a visible and tangible difference. The students liked having ownership over their personal contribution to the kits -- whether it was choosing the color of their wash cloth or decorating the bag the care kit went into.” 
Students in the Toddler through 5th grades donated the materials for each kit, which includes a hand towel, a wash cloth, a comb, a small bottle of shampoo, an individually wrapped toothbrush, a travel-sized tube of toothpaste, 10 bandages, individually wrapped soap and a plastic soap dish. Parents donated money to ship the kits to Haiti through Heart-to-Heart, a Kansas-based charity that delivers kits and other medical aid to global crisis points. A parent donated the cost of shipping the kits from San Diego to Kansas. 

While collecting items for the kits was occurring, members of the 6th grader were spreading the word about their shoe collection – an effort that ultimately resulted in 283 pairs of shoes being collected from the school community. The shoes were dropped off to a collection site of Soles4Souls, a Nashville-based charity that sent more than 1 million gently used shoes to survivors of the Asian tsunami and Hurricane Katrina. 

“The shoes ranged from infant shoes to adult shoes, from Crocs to boots, and all were in good condition.  We received a very big "thank you" to The Children’s School from the storeowners at the drop off!” said parent Pamela Godde-Kopelman, who coordinated the effort. 

Children in the 2nd grade are also gathering quarters, nickels and dimes for Haiti as an extension of their math and geography curriculum. The donations, which include allowance money, will form a donation to Partners in Health, a Boston-based health care charity with a 20-year history of work in Haiti and which runs a hospital and several clinics there. 

About The Children’s School

The Children's School, an independent school located in La Jolla, California, inspires children from toddlers through grade seven with a rich academic and unique social curriculum. The Children's School will be expanding through eighth grade in 2010. The Children's School is accredited by the California Association of Independent Schools, and is a member of the National Association of Independent Schools and the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

The Nonprofit Partnership Program is a cooperative agreement only and limited to the Endow San Diego Program. No legal connection or inter-organization authority is granted or implied between participants in the program.
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